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Abstract:
Feldman (1984) reviewed studies investigating the relationship between SET ratings and the class
size and concluded that their association was “very weak” and inverse. However, a detailed review
of Feldman’s meta-analysis reveals a number of serious methodological flaws that undermine his
conclusion. Briefly, Feldman excluded studies that reported curvilinear relationships and did not
consider a possibility that SET ratings may be the highest in smallest classes, decline sharply as the
class size increases to 20 or 30 students and then level off; and that correlations reported in primary
studies may be artifacts of calculating linear correlation coefficients over non-linear relationships.
Accordingly, we conduct a new, up-to-date, comprehensive meta-analysis of the SET/Class size
relationships using data from over 100 primary studies. The key results of our research show that
(1) the primary studies frequently did not report necessary data to interpret their findings, and (2)
the SET/Class size relationship is curvilinear, specifically, SET ratings are the highest in smallest
classes, decline sharply as the class size increases to 20 to 30 students, and then level off revealing
minimal SET/Class size relationship among studies with class sizes beyond 50 students.
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