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Abstract:

School cooperation with parents is an important aspect in the field of education, which is of
particular interest to students and for the school when we consider the development of personality,
education, social life and progress of pupils. Trustworthiness, mutual respect and communication
between school and parents, makes common goals that schools ahead and ask parents for an
effective quality education of students realize. Based on everyday school life we see a weakening
of interest of parents and school for collaboration. Each school should encourage parents to
cooperate by providing various forms of cooperation. Therefore, seeing the decline of interest by
both pairs for cooperation was necessary to study in this regard, in order to obtain complete data,
to analyze and compare the perceptions of parents and teachers, to get different opinions so that
we have opportunities for using forms that think it will bring effect in terms of cooperation. The
research was focused on two relevant factors parent-teacher where perceptions and opinions
regarding the forms of cooperation are treated, which are implemented at the school and forms
that will be able to apply and that will bring a qualitative and effective cooperation. The purpose of
this study was to identify forms of school- family cooperation, emphasizing the attitudes and
opinions of parents and teachers as well as proposals for finding effective possible forms, which
will increase the interest for cooperation. This study is of particular importance because the
conclusions drawn from this study will lead to the search of better access of influential parents in
the school, which will greatly contribute to raising awareness and responsibility of parents and
school in improving and progressing cooperation.
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Entry

Various scholars of school life describe the schpawknt cooperation as an important issue,
which plays a major role in the achievement, peskdevelopment, education and social life of
students-children. Trustworthiness, respect anduahutcommunication between school and
parent makes common goals realize which are sdiyosthools and parents for a quality and an
effective education. From everyday school life Strioticed apparently the non-cooperation
between the school and parents and their decreagargst as two relevant factors of students -
children school life. The creation of enough spdbe, provision of forms and the creation of
different ways for involvement of parent in schdibé, enables effective collaboration and
increase parents' interest to cooperate. "Schholgld accept and engage parents as partners, to
take into account the views and suggestions, arghaoe time for regular visits with teachers
"(Bezinovic, 2010:92).The school engagement asadral institution, to parental involvement
in the school life of their children will enable mevement progress, more effective student
learning. Parent encouragement to cooperate bgdheol side should happen by planning and
compiling special programs in every new beginnidgo®l year for different activities that will
facilitate the participation of parents, so thawil have a positive impact.Parent motivation and
establishment of a mutual trust and respect betwleerschool and parents will be reached by
schools offering various forms of cooperation, tstgrfrom the student's home visits, frequent
class teacher contacts with parent, developmendifiérent activities where parent are
participants and the presence of parent in theniegrprocess. In order for schools to be
gualitative they must involve parents in all aspaftschool life, offering parents the opportunity
to be involved in the governing bodies and to eegaguntarily to help the development of the
school, so those would create a sense of being partner with the cultivation of a culture of
cooperation and respect. School practices showsiateliest and insufficient commitment of
schools in order to promote the interest of thepiarto cooperate, but on the other hand lack of
parental interest in education and less interepiaiticipating actively in the school life of their
children. This study will probably not be the foatidn stone but it will be a stone that will help
in strengthening cooperation and improving scheatfices and with special interest.

1. The purpose of theresearch

The purpose of this study was the identificatiorfasfns of the school with family cooperation,
emphasizing the attitudes and opinions of paremtisteachers as well as proposals for finding
effective possible forms which will increase theesnest for cooperation.

1.1. Research question of the survey
In order to realize the goal of the study we hasleed the question:

-Which forms of cooperation between school and garare being implemented in schools and
which ones could be applied in order to have aityuaihd effective cooperation?
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1.2. Objectives of the research
The objectives of this study were:

1. To identify and point out the implementationnfisr of cooperation between the school and
parents;

2. To analyze, compare and reflect the opinions attitbdes of parents and school teachers
towards the school-parent cooperation;

3. To identify the causes of non-cooperation.
4. To provide recommendations on strengtheningdawveloping parent-school cooperation.
2. Assay of theliterature

Researchers and academics from the educationHald debated about the role of school and
family collaboration focusing on stimulating form#ich would increase the interest of parents
to actively participate in school life. Upon revieni the literature we note that parents are
encouraged to cooperate by schools providing variotms of cooperation and that the students
achievement depend on the commitment of parentsh Behool should encourage parents in
different ways to get involved and to support tharall aspects of school.

Muka as a good opportunity to promote co-operatietween parents and school sees a written
invitation, which according to him, "If a parentttvia printed invitation or beautifully written
and carefully is required to be present at a cemymarranged for his child he will be
enthusiastic. Inside him a spark of interest walldorn and will try to be fair with the invitation
and the school "(Muka, 2000:75).

A good possibility of increasing cooperation is tpharent organization of the week." According
to Rukiqi (2012:88),

In these visits parents have the opparguoi visit the school, to be present in classes th
creating a complete picture of school life. Hera good opportunity for parents to confront with
the past, the present and think about the fututkedsf children's education.

Murat (2009) as a good and effective forstidguishes "student mothers asset" according
to him, "Seminar of the students mothers, as a ffrarction contributes to: the development of
a democratic culture, commitment to educationablenms choices, organization of artistic and
ecological actions “(Murat, 2009:178). In order lhave a growing interest of parents for
collaboration we should take into account the megthfocommunication with them. Zuna (2009),
cites" Weekly orders forms - are forms of schoomomnication with family . They are
individual orders that schools prepare and semaith family, in order of continually periodic
information, their success and activities, needseuentual obstacles "(Zuna, 2009:218).
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3. Research M ethodology
3.1. Participants of the research

This study is realizeth three schools, among which two high schools, prtdic school and on
private school and in aalementary scho, wherethe attitudes of parents, pupils and sct
teachers in research areflecied. In the survey participate120 parents,among them
representative’s parents Gbuncils of parent of the school ¢ 90 teacher.

3.2. Techniques used

The technique that wased for the realization of this study whe survey, which warealized
through questionnaires to parents of students eachersin the qiestionnaires a total of -
questions were included, close and ¢ typed The purpose of the questionnaire wagather
information about the school and family cooperatiorms that areprovided to parents t
cooperate and collection tife perceptions of parents and teacl

4. Analysisand inter pretation of research findings

Analysis of the research findings icate an improper collaboration between the sclzoml
parents and forms which are most commonly impleeteare parental meetings, eventua
individual meetings oparents and teacheand that withithe initiative of parents sometimes e\
of the teachexr when there is a proble Below we're presentingnly the analysis of some de
obtained from the questionnaire questions for teechnd parentin graphicsthe percentage of
responses of botieachers and parents are prese

1. How do you assess the commitment of schtoward cooperation with parent

How do you assess the commitment of school toward
cooper ation with parents?

Weakly
Sufficient
| ]
Good Parents
M Teachers

Very good

Excellent

0 0,2 0,4 0,6 0,8 1

Graph 1: Graphic presentation, in percentaof the attitudes of parents and teachin the engagement of the
school towards theollaboration with pares

The chart 1shows that 17.5 percent of parents hevaluated weeklyhe school's commitme
towardscooperation with parents, 56.7 percent of parents 41.1 percent of teachers hi
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evaluated sufficientwhat wenote that we do not hawe great difference in percentage, 2
percent of parents and 45.6 percent of teachers astimated go¢, while onlyteachers 13.3
percent of thenmave evaluated very go. These data show a contrast of attitudes of pasert
teachers, from where weethat schools are not committed enough to cobpenaith parents

2. Were parents ever offered the opportunto be present during the learning proci

1 —
0,8 -
0,6 A

M Parents
0,4 - M Teachers
0,2 - 9%
U U U
>
O T T 1
Yes, when parents Once during the Such a thing was
requested school year never enabled

Graph 2: Graphic presentation, in percentacof the attitudes of parents artdachers to the presence
parents during the educational proc.

From the resultpresented in Figure 2 wsee that 9 percent of teachers were expresse
parents were offered the opportunity to be pregenng the learning procewith the parents
own initiative, while 100 percent of the parehave said that wevere never offered such a
thing, what 91 percent @éachers agree with the statement of such pa From the analysis of
these data we can conclude that schare working narrowly towardfie empowerment parents
to be present during the learning process, at teas¢ probably would have bn necessary for
the parents to come to school and face the prol of their childrenschool life.

3. Have you ever beevisited at home by the class teacher of your child what was th
purpose of this visit?
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Parents

M Yes, once to be familiar with us
and our social conditions

H Yes, everytime on the occation
of religioous, national holidays
65% or for the students achivement
Never has happened a such

\_/ thing

Graph 3: Graphic presentation, percenage, the attitudes of parents towards the wigitarents' home

To the question: Have you ever been visited at hboynne class teacher of your child and w

was the purpose of this visit, we got the followaega: 65 percent of parents had that such a
thing has never happened, while 35 percent of psreere for the alternative yes, every time

case of holidays, such as religious, national odesit achievement. Here it is noteworthy i

the percentage of parents who were for thenative yes, whenever the occasion of holiday

religious or national or achievements of the mipikre of private school and a small percen

of parents who belonged to the elementary scl

4. Has the school ever organized a tour day or ekme for parents?

33,30%
Once during three school years
33,30%
B Teachers
Yes, every new school year ’
M Parents
66,70%
Never 66,70%

0,00%10,00%0,009%0,00%40,00%0,00%0,0090,00%

Graph 4. Graphic presentation, in percentaof the attitudes of parents and teachers toward thaniration o
tours or excursions for parents.

How much schools organize tours and excursion&oents we have reived the following
information: It is important to note that we have tsame percentage of perceptions of pa
and teachers, from this we can say that the sclawelsot at all interested to organize such i
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for parents what would be necessary useful in making parents to cooperate with the st
and parents would feel themselves as a part aicheol

5. Do the representatives of the parents in the Pat@auncil and in the School Council e

communicate with parent
27,800%
We never communicate 80,80%
. 58,90% M Teachers
Sometimes 19,20%
M Parents
13,30%

We often communicate

0 0,2 0,4 0,6 0,8 1

Graph 5: Graphicpresentation, in percentage, of the attitudes ofrga and teachers towards the communicati
with the representatives of parents in the Par@€otscil and in the School Counc

On the question: Do theepresentative of the parerin the Council of Parents and Sch
Council ever communicateith parents? We received the following data: 80.8 péroé the
parents had said that they never communicate wéh, theyalso a percentacof teachers, 27.8
percent of them agree with this opticFor the “sometimesalternative agreed 19.2 percent
parents and 58.9 percent of teact

To the “weoften communica” alternative agreed3.3 percent of teachers while no parent
specified for this option. Bm these data we see that the interests of paaiemtsot represente
by their representatives in these councils. It @tlv noting thatwith some o the opinions of
some parents wWeave encountered in that parents have noted thansaCouncil existonly on
paper and some were not at all informed aboutxistemce of this counci
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6. Which are the most common forms of communicatowl collaboration offered by tl
school?

A S 0
Organization of the common activities ’ 0

Meetings with the representatives in the ’ 0
Parents Council and in the School Council

[y
Meeting with parents | T 1,

] M Teachers
. . . 0
Informations through electronic e-mails. ’ 0 H Parents
| g 6}70%
Call phones 10,30%
. | ] 13,30%
Individual meeting by their own iniciative 16,409

0,00%0,00260,0036,0046,0036,0060,0070,0080,00%

Graph 6: Graphic presentation, in percentage, of the a#tBudf parents and teachers toward the frec
communication and collaboration that school of

The data from Chart 6 indicate that the most comfeom of communication and cooperati
that the schoobffers is meetings with parents, 80 percent of p@revere for this alternative ai
73 percent of teachers agree to this parent's @pifinother form that the school offers is
individual meetings with the initiative itself, wie216.4 percent of e parents agreed with tf
and 13.3 percent of teachers and parents suppe#dtthude of parent

Also, 10.3 percent of parents were determinedHerdommunication of telephone calls and
percent of teachers also support this attitudefoAss ttat are not applied at all in schools, w
the common activities organizations and meetingh vapresentatives of parents in the Scl
Council and in the Parent Council. Looking at thdata we see that parents and teachers
similar attitudes in this field.

7. Were parents sometimes invited by the schoole@iesent at any celebration or acti
organized by the school?

http://proceedings.iises.net/index.php?action=proceedingsindexConference&id=1 482



13 April 2014, 9th International Academic Conference, Istanbul ISBN 978-80-87927-00-7, IISES

90,00%

80,00% A

70,00% \

60,00%

50,00% \

40,00%

30,00%

20,00% / \ 19,20%

10,00% / \
0,00% /G

Never Sometimes Every time

~63,30%

Parents

N 36,70% ——Teachers

Graph 7: Graphic presentation, in percentage, of the dof parents and teacher towards the parentsnuen
any celebration or organized activity by the school

In the Graph 7 the data indicate that parentsrhiaition for their presence in a party or activity
organized by the school have evaluated in this \B8y8 percent of parents stated that they were
never invited by the school to be present in arghration or event organized by the school,
19.2 percent of parents stated that sometimesgar®lpercent of teachers support the parents’
opinion. For the “every time” alternative 36.7 pamt of teachers agreed, it is worth noting that
this determined percentage of teachers to thisnaltiee belong to the private and elementary
school.

4.1. Opinions of participants in the study
1. Opinions of parents

» The leadership and school teachers are not stegteat all for us to get involved in the school
life of our children.

* | do not know why the Parents Council does natfion; | think that funds are not needed to
operate this council.

* In the school lacks culture of cooperation, wi# db not have traditional schools where the
principal of the school decides and we parentsrateinformed by them, but only by our
children when they come home.

* Class teachers communicate narrowly with us; theyot inform us regularly about the state
of our children even if we come to school, the gleesacher avoids us.

* As a good form to cooperate | think that eaclchea should assign a special term for meetings
with parents.
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The class teacher should inform us every weekeord tlie performance and attendance
of our children at school.

A good opportunity of communication and cooperatieould probably be the creation
of a special corner for consultation with paremsd ¢e establishment of an association
of volunteer parents to help the school.

No need to blame only the school but we also carigult because we are not interested
enough in our children's school life, if we do make care and if we are not interested
for them who else will .

2. Opinions of teachers

Parents do not care at all for their children, ¢here parents who | do not know and have
not been in school for the past three years thave been a class teacher of his child.
When we call parents in meeting the majority ofepés do not come even those parents
who are coming are the same ones.

| think that there is very little done in termsparental involvement in school life.

A form of communication and cooperation that wohbtthg success would probably be
that the school should made it obligatory thatdaeery beginning of the school year to
establish special programs for organizing actigitigth parents and organize sometimes
tours and training for parents.

5. Findings, conclusions and recommendations

>

>

About 74.2 percent of students’ parents involvethm study estimate low the school's
commitment to involve parents in cooperation

A high percentage of teachers, 86.7 percent of temuated the school's commitment
as not good,

Providing parents the opportunity to be preserthelearning process, 100 percent of
parents claimed that they had never been offereld awpossibility, which is supported
by 91 percent of teachers

A higher percentage of parents, 65 percent of thawe claimed that they have never
had the opportunity to visit teachers in their preshile 35 percent of parents have
claimed that there were visits by teachers on twasion of religious holidays or other
holidays.

About 80.8 percent of the parents stated that tlepiesentatives never communicate to
them in the Parents Council and in the School cihunc

The fact that about 80 percent of parents and 78epe of teachers have claimed that
the most common form of cooperation that is offdsgdhe school is the meeting with
parents,

About 80.8 percent of the parents claimed that thaye never been invited by the
school to be present at any party or school agtivit
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Findings from this study confirm that school-famdgllaboration does not satisfy educational
needs, lacks of duplex interest, but we also hassatisfaction from both parents side and as
well as from teachers. Relying on parents' peroaptiand their opinions we can notice lacks
culture of cooperation, of mutual confidence and willingness of both parties to cooperate,
even lacks of special programs to educate parentgel as teachers. The provision of adequate
and appropriate forms of communication and collabon with parents from the school side will
raise the awareness and interest of parents tdecrma era of cooperation and positive
environment of cooperation so that would wipe aweyprejudices that exist between them and
to inform parents about the importance and advastalgat this cooperation brings. Also, in
order to increase the consciousness and interelotbf pairs, in future should be organized
courses, seminars and workshops of various tomedird) with parent-school cooperation and
compile appropriate programs and various manualpfospective teachers, for the Parents
Councils and for their work organization. It is aleecessary the education and training of
parents which | think is the most important aspedhcrease parental involvement in the school
life of their children.
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